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Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 33, No. 5, October 2005 greatly with any other management options. The third chapter on Thoracoabdominal Arortic Repair was, as to be expected from this leading institution, a good chapter which dealt with the controversies of management, particularly epidural cooling which emanates from this hospital.
The fourth and fifth chapters on Open and Endovascular Surgery on Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm are reasonable descriptions of current management, though there is only a brief referral to the controversies surrounding epidurals and vascular surgery. The MGH apparently use epidurals for almost all their abdominal aortic endovascular repairs, though not necessarily for their open repairs where the postoperative analgesia benefits are greater! There was no reference to the leading contributions in aortic endovascular surgery and anaesthesia from Australia emphasizing the parochial nature of the publication.
In the last chapter on Anesthesia for Lower Extremity Bypass there is a better discussion on the benefits and disadvantages of epidural anaesthesia, though still little on epidural haematomata. They identify that the earlier published indications of surgical benefit from epidurals have now been challenged, and that once again there is no clear surgical benefit from any particular anaesthetic management.
This book, whilst parochial, is a small relatively quick overview of the field of vascular anaesthesia. It should be in all anaesthetic libraries for consultation by trainees and itinerant anaesthetists. The regular vascular anaesthetist will not find any major issues to challenge current knowledge or opinion.
A This book has two main objectives: to provide an up-to-date resource for novices and advanced practitioners about anaesthesia for day surgery and to review the current management of acute pain for these patients with a major emphasis on the use of regional anaesthetic techniques. The stated objectives have in the main been met. The authors are mostly drawn from Duke University but also include other well-known authors in the fields of ambulatory anaesthesia and regional anaesthesia.
The book opens with a special dedication to Dr Alon Winnie and continues with a useful history of ambulatory anaesthesia and of regional anaesthesia. Outstanding chapters include the management of acute pain, the chapters on specific procedures such as laparoscopic surgery and cosmetic surgery, and those on emerging techniques such as ambulatory continuous regional analgesia and the use of ultrasound and imaging for blocks. Significant shortcomings were the minimal mention of preoperative medical issues, the failure to note the significance of cardiac effects of COX2 inhibitors, the inadequate description of sub-tenon block and of the use of nerve stimulators for nerve blocks. The chapters on billing and profit maximization may not interest Australasian readers but this innovative book will be of great interest to those seeking to be at the leading edge of ambulatory anaesthesia.
M This book is a revision of William Grant's original 1978 book which unfortunately has been long out of print. It has been updated by a distinguished editorial team including J. P. Howard Lee, Geoffrey Nunn and Alastair Spence at the request of BOC gases. This 200 page, soft-cover book, comprises nine chapters which fall into two sections covering general aspects of medical gases initially and detailed descriptions of the individual gases in the latter section.
Chapter 1 covers legal and licensing aspects of gas production with a strong European perspective. Chapter 2 covers Physical Chemistry of gases and provides an excellent detailed description of the gas laws, humidity and solubility of gases, as well as flow and diffusion. It is clearly and succinctly written, providing ideal preparation for the Primary FANZCA. Chapter 3 covers the Handling and Storage of gases but also includes brief descriptions of flowmeters and regulators. The section on storage and gas pipelines could have benefited from more detail.
The remainder of the book covers the individual gases in great detail. The gases are grouped logically into Oxygen and Air, Nitrous Oxide, Carbon dioxide (and monoxide), the Volatile anaesthetics and the remainder (including helium, nitric oxide, xenon and nitrogen). These chapters cover the physical
